WALKS AND RIDES

IN THE COUNTRY
ROUND ABOUT BOSTON

COVERING THIRTY-SIX CITIES
AND TOWNS, PARKS AND PUBLIC
RESERVATIONS, WITHIN A RADIUS

OF TWELVE MILES FROM THE

STATE HOUSE

BY

EDWIN M. BACON

AE o s )
;-i.;""#- =g

Ghe RIVErside Pregs)

Publighed for the Appalachian Mountain Llub bp
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN AND COMPANY
BOSTON AND NEW YORK
@be Wivergide Press, Cambridge
1898



CONCORD, BY WAY OF BEDFORD. 173

ride. We should make an early start, and lunch, between walks,
in Bedford. The inn here is a good one, with an excellent table.
It would be better, however, to give two full days to these walks,
for both have numerous interesting features, with inviting by-
walks, and should be taken leisurely. Walk ¢ is an easy half-
day one.

Walk a. Bedford is a nine minutes’ railroad ride beyond Lex-
ington. The village lies back from the station about half a mile
northward, approached by a country road with pleasant side
views. The village centre we find a serene place, with the Parish
Church, of old New England pattern, back from the Green or
Common ; the plainly fashioned Town-house near by; the tree-
lined main street,— the ** Great Road ” now called, as it used to
be in earlier days when it was the main road to Boston (the town,
in March meeting, 1896, having wisely and with good taste which
other towns round about Boston might well emulate, ‘@iscarded
the modern term ** street,’’ and restored the old names) ; — the inn
with swing-sign from an ancient elm ; the houses of old-time type.

On one side of the Great Road, in dignified line, separated by
roomy grounds, yet stand the mansion-house of the minister, the
homestead of the merchant, the house of the squire, worthies of
the town before and after it had become an important way station
~ on the great stage-coach lines between New Hampshire and Bos-
ton, where relays of horses were kept. The merchant’s house,
second in the line and closest to the roadway. is the oldest of the
three and the most historic, for this was in 1775 the rallying place
of the Bedford minute-men on the morning of the Concord Fight,

The Old Fitch’s Tavern.









